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come to pass according to my words ; for my sake have they
robbed thce of the glory of thy name and stolen from tfree thy
life's content/' *
Prometheus refuses the kingdom the angel offers him ;
which means that he refuses adaptation to things as they
are because his soul is demanded from him in exchange.
While the subject, i.e. Prometheus, is essentially human,
the soul is of quite a different character. It is daemonic,
because the inner object, namely the supra-personal
collective unconscious to which it is attached as the
function of relation, gleams through it. The unconscious,
regarded as the historical background of the psyche,
contains in a concentrated form the entire succession of
engrams (imprints), which from time immemorial have
determined the psychic structure as it now exists. These
engrams may be regarded as function-traces which typify,
on the average, the most frequently and intensely used
functions of the human soul. These function-engrams
present themselves in the form of mythological themes
and images, appearing often in identical form and
always with striking similarity among all races; they can
also be easily verified in the unconscious material of
modern man, It is intelligible, therefore, that avowedly
animal traits or elements should also appear among the un-
conscious contents by the side of those, sublime figures
which from oldest times have accompanied man on the
road of life. The unconscious disposes of a whole world
of images, whose boundless range yields in nothing to the
claims of the world of " real" things. To the one who
personally surrenders himself wholly to the outer world
the unconscious comes in the form of some intimate
and beloved being, in whom, should his destiny lie in
extreme devotion to the personal object, he will experi-
ence the duality of the world and his own nature; in
i Prometheus and Epimetheus, pp. 24 ft.